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This issue of The Drum Beat focuses on projects, evaluations, strategic thinking, and
resources related to the rights of young children. Topics include physical health,
positive identity devel opment, and the right to live free fromviol ence

Pl ease al so see our Early Child Devel opment Thene site -

http://ww. cominit.conmlen/earlychild.html - where conmunication and nedia are central to
early chil dhood devel opment. Send your early child devel opnent conmmuni cation projects,
reports, strategic thinking, and resources to Deborah Hei mann dhei mann@onmm nit.com

CH LD HEALTH

1. I nfant Feedi ng Research Project (IFRP) - Nami bia, South Africa, Swazil and
This is a 3-phased research-1ed process designed to reduce the nunber of children dying
t hrough nother to child transm ssion (MICT) of HV by focusing on the positive potenti al
of the woman and counsellor relationship to pronote safe infant feeding practices. By
devel opi ng a nodel for a woman-centred interaction, the researchers hope to both build
the capacity of groups of wonmen to acknowl edge and transformfenale internalised sexist
consci ousness and to address sexist attitudes and behaviour. To begin, IFRP carried out
an expl oratory, ethnographic research phase which focused primarily on pregnant wonen and
nothers with infants of up to one year old, in 11 sites: 8 in South Africa, 1 in
Swaziland, and 2 in Nam bia. In response to the findings, from 2005-2006 |IFRP conducted
action research focused on training and supporting the counsellors in 4 sites in the sane
3 countries. Phase 2 was designed to focus on the positive potential of the worman and
counsellor relationship to m

otivate clients that need to make risky or difficult changes (transformng |ifestyle,
identity, or entrenched behaviours), while devel oping a nodel that was nore coherent with
wonen's need for professional guidance. In Phase 3, |IFRP plans to extend the research as
wel | as deepen the understanding of the role fenale gender dynam cs are playing in

HI V/ Al DS counsel |ing.

Contact: Alan Jaffe jaffa@el konmsa.net OR info@frpafrica.org

http://ww. comm nit.com en/ node/ 265230/ 303

2. Focusi ng on Counsel | or-to- Mt her Conmmunication in Order to Enhance

Ef fecti veness and Quality of PMICT I nfant Feeding Counseling in Southern Africa

by I neke Buskens, Al an Jaffe, Bob Mash, G ovanni Bal dassini, Happi ness Mhatshwa, |eshrit
Sayeed, Liezel Frick, Ndapeua Shifiona, Ruth Al bertyn, and Katy Menel

Thi s paper - adapted froma poster presented at a conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil -
provi des an early overview of the rationale and nmethodol ogi es of the Phase 2 pil ot
intervention of the Infant Feedi ng Research Project, and explores how these energed from
the Phase 1 research findings. Following a brief overview of the project, this paper
details the nmethodol ogy of Phase 1, which involved 16 researchers conducti ng ethnographic
field research in indigenous | anguage using a variety of qualitative techniques over a 7-
nmont h period (ending in Novenber 2003). The 11 sites in Nam bia, Swaziland, and South



Africa were in | owresource urban, peri-urban, and rural settings. A total of 155 nothers
and pregnant wonen, 31 relatives, 92 health workers, and 7 traditional healers were
formally interviewed. Key research questions included: Wo and what influences infant

f eedi ng deci sions? How do perspectives and experiences of nmothers and counsell ors speak
to the effectiveness of preven!

tion of MICT (PMICT) infant feeding counselling?
http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 265240/ 303

3. Meeting the Health Care Needs of California's Children: The Rol e of

Tel enedi ci ne

by Jenny Kattlove and Terri Shaw

Thi s publication describes how tel enedicine - the application of information and

conmuni cation technology (I1CT) to provide health care services at a distance - is used to
i mprove the health of children living in the state of California, within the United
States, especially those who are lowincone or living in medically underserved areas. It
al so outlines challenges to successful adoption of tel emedicine and provi des concrete
recommendati ons for action.

http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 265778/ 303

4, I npact Data - The Better Parenting Project - Jordan

The Better Parenting Project was initiated by the United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF)
with |ocal partners in 6 countries within the Mddle East Region in 1996. As devel oped in
Jordan, the project sought to address the needs of parents of very young children for
basic information and support in their tasks of childrearing, specifically in the areas
of health, nutrition, and social-enmptional developnent. In a summary report of the

eval uati on conponents, evaluator Dr. Nadia Srour states that, for the 112 nothers who
attended every one of the 8 sessions (out of the 214 who attended sone), "the findings
denpnstrated that the program had a statistically significant effect on creating
differences in the performance of nothers, as neasured against the pre- and post-

partici pation evaluation tools. |Inprovenment was observed in the level of the nothers
know edge in the areas of child growh and devel oprent.

http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 268826/ 303

5. Fat her hood Project - South Africa

This project ains to stimulate discussion and action to support the involvenent of nen in
caring for children. Based in Durban, South Africa, the project ains to recognise,
encourage, and support men's care and protection of children through stimulating debate
and di scussion, as well as portraying positive inmges of fatherhood through photography
and ot her medi a. Through a travelling photographic exhibition, publications, nedia and
activities organised by partner organisations, the Fatherhood Project reaches out to nen,
wonen, and children in an effort to pronote caring fatherhood. The projects strategies
focus around advocacy, and gathering and dissem nating positive information about nen as
fathers and caregivers. The project also produces: a nonthly electronic newsletter that
hi ghlights current devel opnents in the fatherhood arena; educative nodul es focusing on

t henes of fatherhood and caregiving, masculinity, gender-based viol ence, sexual risk and
H V/ Al DS; and training !

wor kshops to be held in the nedia and corporate sectors.

Contact: J. Ngunyi Wanbugu jwanmbugu@src. ac. za
http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 134590/ 303

CHI LD | DENTI TY

6. Early Chil dhood in Focus 3: Devel oping Positive ldentities
Di versity and Young Children



by Liz Brooker and Martin Wodhead

This journal issue focuses on developing a positive identity in early childhood. The
issue is part of a series of publications produced by the Child and Youth Studies G oup.
The objective of this series is to provide accessible reviews of recent research,

i nformati on, and analysis on the Bernard van Leer Foundation's key policy issues on early
chi | dhood: strengthening the care environnent, successful transitions, and socia

i nclusion and respect for diversity of children. This issue contains sections on the
following topics: the right to identity and the devel opnent of identity; devel oping
positive identities; and identities, friendships, and peer cultures.
http://www. conm nit.com en/ node/ 269849/ 303

7. Operation Sirigu - Ghana

This is an effort to protect children's rights by addressing and ultimtely stanping out
child abuse, child neglect, child suffering, and infanticide in comunities in the
Kassena Nankana district of Northern Ghana. The specific focus is on the comunity's
belief in, and response to, the "spirit child" phenonenon, which centres around the
notion that a child was not neant for this world. Inplenented in 5 village communities in
the district, the project (which dates back to 1988) ains to dispel nyths and traditional
views that lead to the practice of infanticide in the region. Operation Sirigu primarily
uses interpersonal comunication to rai se awareness through comunity education and
outreach visits. Sonme Qperation Sirigu activities focus on enpowering and i nproving the
heal th of women. For instance, a clinic has been set up in an effort to reduce the

i ncidence of maternal death fromchildbirth through the provision of necessary nedicines
and careful nonitoring of pregnancy!

Organi sers publicise the clinic and its services, as well as rai se awareness about
wonen's health issues, through posters, drama presentations, and radi o discussions within
t he surroundi ng area.

Contact: info@frikids.org
http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 131785/ 303

8. Count Me In - Bangl adesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Canbodia, Guinea, Guinea

Bi ssau, India, |Indonesia, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Togo,
Uganda, Vi etnam Zi nbabwe

This is an awareness and acti on camnpai gn for universal birth registration (UBR), rooted
in Article 7 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states that every
child has the right to have his or her birth registered. By draw ng on advocacy,
partnership, comrunity participation, and training, Plan, the inplenmenting organisation,
ainms to reduce the barriers to registration of newy born children and to build
countries' capacity to register all children. In order to raise public awareness of birth
regi stration, Plan engages in a wide range of activities. These vary fromcountry to
country dependi ng on the national and |ocal context, but, in general, Plan works with
children and their communities and ainms to ensure that the methods adopted are rel evant
and culturally appropriate.

Contact: Colin MCallum Colin.MCallum@l an-i nternational.org

http://ww. comm nit.com en/ node/ 134900/ 303

Pl ease VOTE in our EARLY CHI LD DEVELOPMENT POLL

"Recogni sing children's conpetencies can help adults reflect on the Iimtations of their
under st andi ng of children's |lives" (Tolfree and Wodhead, 1999). Do you:

* Agree [please comment in the Poll Comments formon the inplications of your choice for
devel opnent action with children]



* Di sagree [please conment in the Poll Comrents formon the inplications of your choice
for devel opnent action with children]

VOTE and COMMENT at http://ww. comrinit.confen/earlychild.htm - Top R ght Side of the
websi te.

CHI LD PROTECTI ON

9. Children's Media Literacy Project - Jamaica

This nmedia literacy project is geared toward children in primry schools in Jamaica and
is premised on the notion that training in media literacy helps children take an inforned
approach when interacting with electronic nedia or making deci sions about what to listen
to and watch, especially where parental supervision is absent or inadequate. School-based
i nt er personal conmunication, as well as video and printed materials, are at the centre of
this effort to guide primary school students on how to approach radio and tel evision
content with a critical stance. During the initial pilot stage of the project, selected
school s received a video recording and support materials for Grade 4 teachers. The course
materials are designed to help teachers explain to children what types of programm ng are
probl emati c and why, incorporating data fromresearch conducted in Janaica

Contact: Alton Gizzle a.grizzle@nesco.org OR Cordel G een info@oroadcom org

http://ww. conmm nit.com en/ node/ 268235/ 303

10. Child Rights Award 2008

This award is for Asia-Pacific broadcasters and producers who have tel evised programmes
both for children and about children that cover any child rights issue. Entries can

i ncl ude docunentaries that detail the plight of children, dramas that hel p break down
stereotypes and discrimnation, or animation that teaches and entertains. Entries nust
have been broadcast between June 2007 and May 2008.

Deadl i ne Date: June 30 2008

http://ww. comm nit.com en/ node/ 268333/ 303

11. The Place Were W Live |Is Called the Red Light Area

To bring the stories of children of wonmen in prostitution to the fore, and to understand
the feelings and thoughts of these children on topics such as viol ence, abuse,
prostitution, stigma, trafficking, and H V/ AIDS, Apne Aap Wonen Worl dwi de, an initiative
to end sex-trafficking, has published this book. It is the outcone of an advocacy project
started by the organisation in the "red light" areas of Sonagachhi and Kalighat, [|ndia.
http://ww. comm nit.com en/ node/ 267956/ 303

12. A Duty To Protect - Justice for Child Soldiers in the DRC - Denobcratic
Republic of the Congo

This is a docunmentary produced by Association des Jeunes pour |e Dével oppenent |ntégré
Kal undu/ Projet Enfants Sol dats (AJEDI - Ka/ PES) and W TNESS, an organi sati on using vi deo
to expose human rights abuses. The film which shares the experience of two girls who
were recruited into the nmilitary and suffered viol ence and sexual exploitation, is neant
to be a tool to advocate for accountability for crinmes comitted agai nst chil dren,
including the use and recruitment of child soldiers. It is also being used to advocate
for an end to the | aw essness that exists in Eastern DRC. To support advocacy efforts,
the filmhas been used to stinulate face-to-face events and neeti ngs.

Contact: Matisse Bustos natisse@itness.org OR i nfo@j edi ka. org
http://ww. conm nit.com en/ node/ 135105/ 303

13. Vi ol ence Agai nst Young Children: A Painful |ssue



Early Chil dhood Matters, Vol unme 106

Thi s publication focuses on viol ence agai nst young children, such as corporal punishnment,
as an issue related to the devel opnent of young children. Chapters explore: initiatives
designed to support non-violent discipline in schools; programes protecting children
fromviol ence and sexual abuse; advocacy programres in Kenya, El Salvador, Col onmbi a,
Israel, and Bulgaria; and strategies for treating child victins of donestic violence and
preventing that violence, anpong others.

http://ww. comi nit.conm en/ node/ 222946/ 303

14. Qur Right to Be Protected From Viol ence: Activities for Learning and Taki ng
Action for Children and Young Peopl e
by Susan Fountain
This online booklet is designed for adults, youth |eaders, and peer educators who work
wi th groups of young people aged 12-18 in comunity centres, youth groups, and other
settings. The book gives information about the UN Study on Viol ence Agai nst Children
(referred to as here '"the Violence Study'), activities that can be used to help others
| earn about these issues, and ideas for taking action against violence. The activities
book expl ai ns the purpose of the Violence Study and the Convention on the Ri ghts of the
Child (CRC). It then provides a short version of the CRC and activities to famliarise
youth with the document. The booklet intends to prepare | eaders of activities,
particularly youth | eaders, for the personal stories and strong feelings that may result
fromgroup work. It includes basics of working with groups such as agenda setting and
gui delines for participation, as well as types of activities including discussion
formats, role plays, action research, reporting

, evaluation, and closing activities. It encourages action and contai ns gui dance on
action planni ng.
http://ww. commi nit.conl en/ node/ 267136
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